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In the old days, Louhi was a queen of northern Finland, a land called Pohjola. She 

was a powerful witch, who could change her shape and cast great spells. She had many 

beautiful daughters, and many men asked for their hands in marriage. Louhi was hard on 

these men, and made them do many difficult tasks before she would agree to any 

marriages. 

One day, the adventurer Lemminkäinen said goodbye to his mother. He was going to 

journey north to Pohjola, where he planned to ask Louhi to marry one of her daughters. 

His mother was unhappy, and begged him not to go. 

“Louhi is dangerous,” she wept. “She will trick you, and kill you, and then what will I 

do?” 

But Lemminkäinen could not be dissuaded. He wanted people to see his courage and 

heroism, and he was determined to marry Louhi’s beautiful daughter.  

“I’ll be fine, mother,” he told her. “Whenever I am in danger, my comb begins to 

bleed.” And with that, he set off for the North. 

After a long and perilous journey, Lemminkäinen reached Pohjola, and he immediately 

went to the queen’s court and requested to marry her daughter. As with the other suitors, 

Louhi set Lemminkäinen many tasks. 

Finally, the adventurer was told to capture the Swan of Death. While hunting for this 

creature, he met the Shepherd of the North. Many years before, Lemminkäinen had met 

this man in a large group of people at a palace. When he arrived, they did not know who 

he was, and did not think he was special. Lemminkäinen was so angry at this that he 

used his magic to banish some of them, blind others, and send still more into madness. 

The only person he spared was the Shepherd of the North. 

Now, many years later, the Shepherd was still angry at Lemminkäinen’s treatment of 

his countrymen. When he saw the adventurer again, he shot and killed him. 

Lemminkäinen’s body fell into the river of death. 

Far away in his home town, his mother happened to glance at her son’s comb. She 



was horrified to see blood leaking out of it, and immediately packed food and provisions, 

and began the long journey to the North. When she arrived, she searched high and low 

until eventually she found out his fate. Asking Ilmarinen, the Blacksmith God, for a rake 

with which to retrieve his body, she set out to the banks of the river of death. First she 

fished out his tunic, then his shoes, then pieces of his maimed and broken body. 

Weeping, but unwilling to give up, she slowly recovered every small piece of the body 

and sewed them all together. But although the body was now intact, his soul was still 

missing. The mother raised her voice and called out to a bee. 

“Go, get me some honey from the rich gardens of Metsola, and bring it to me.”  

When the bee returned from Metsola, the mother used the honey, and it brought all 

the bones together. But the soul was still missing. 

“Go, get me some honey from the enchanted island of Palwoinen, and bring it to 

me.”  

When the bee returned, the mother used the honey from Palwoinen, and it brought 

movement back to  Lemminkäinen’s body. But the soul was still missing. 

“ Fly, go quickly, enter the halls of the greatest god Ukko, and steal me a drop of life

-giving honey.” The little bee answered that on his tiny wings, he could never reach the 

halls of Ukko, but the mother begged him, so off he went. He travelled into the sky, over 

the moon, past the stars. And eventually he reached the halls of Ukko, and returned 

triumphant to Lemminkäinen’s mother. 

Pouring the honey into Lemminkäinen’s open mouth, his mother brought the 

adventurer back to life. 

But forever after, Lemminkäinen could hear the song of the Swan of Death, and he 

knew what awaited him. 


